
SIA Important Dates 

Founders Day 

Soroptimist celebrates Founders Day on October 3, which acknowledges the day in 1921 
when the first club in Alameda County, California, called to order its first business meeting.  
Clubs can celebrate the founding of the organization with activities to promote the 
organization and its early mission to “foster the ideal of service” through programs that now 
focus on improving the lives of women and girls in local communities and throughout the 
world. 
 

Soroptimists Celebrating Success Awards  

The Soroptimists Celebrating Success Awards program recognizes successful club projects 
that improve the lives of women and girls and that promote Soroptimist as an organization 
with that mission. These awards recognize the best practices of Soroptimist clubs in each of 
the four areas of the SIA strategic plan: fundraising, membership, program, and public 
awareness. Each region will select one project in each of the four areas and the Soroptimist 
Board of Directors will select the top entry in each category from the region finalists. 
Applications are due by July 1. 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women  

From 25 November through 10 December, Human Rights Day, the 16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-Based Violence aim to raise public awareness and mobilizing people 
everywhere to bring about change. This year, the UN Secretary-General’s UNiTE to End 
Violence against Women campaign invites you to “Orange the World,” using the color 
designated by the UNiTE campaign to symbolize a brighter future without violence.  

Giving Tuesday  

We have a day for giving thanks. We have two for getting deals. Now, we have 
#GivingTuesday, a global day dedicated to giving back. The Tuesday following Thanksgiving, 
charities, families, businesses, community centers, and students around the world will come 
together for one common purpose: to celebrate generosity and to give. 
 

Human Rights Day  

Human Rights Day is observed every year on December 10. It commemorates the day on 
which, in 1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. In 1950, the Assembly passed resolution 423 (V), inviting all States and 
interested organizations to observe 10 December of each year as Human Rights Day. This 
year, Human Rights Day calls on everyone to stand up for someone's rights! Disrespect for 
basic human rights continues to be widespread in all parts of the globe. Extremist movements 
subject people to horrific violence. Messages of intolerance and hatred prey on our fears. 
Humane values are under attack. 

National Day of Human Trafficking Awareness  

In 2007, Soroptimist launched a major campaign— Soroptimists STOPTrafficking—aimed at 
raising awareness about the devastating practice of sex trafficking. Soroptimist club members 
place sex slavery awareness cards in highly visible locations including police stations, 
women’s centers, hospitals, legal aid societies, etc. The program has evolved to include a 
multi-dimensional approach to end sex trafficking including raising awareness, assisting 
victims, preventing sexual slavery, and advocating for better laws and enforcement. 

http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism


Soroptimist Club Grants for Women and Girls   

The Soroptimist Club Grants for Women and Girls are awards given to Soroptimist clubs to 
start or continue projects in their communities that improve the lives of women or girls, in 
accordance with the mission of SIA. 
 

International Women's Day 

A global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements of women. 
The day also marks a call to action for accelerating gender parity. It has been observed since 
in the early 1900's - a time of great expansion and turbulence in the industrialized world that 
saw booming population growth and the rise of radical ideologies. International Women's Day 
is a collective day of global celebration and a call for gender parity. No one government, 
NGO, charity, corporation, academic institution, women's network, or media hub is solely 
responsible for International Women's Day. Many organizations declare an annual IWD 
theme that supports their specific agenda or cause, and some of these are adopted more 
widely with relevance than others. 
 

Soroptimist Dream Programs 

The Dream Programs of Soroptimist ensure women and girls have access to the education 
and training they need to reach their full potential and live their dreams. Soroptimist is 
committed to investing in programs that have a sustainable, measurable change for women 
and girls. 
 

Soroptimist Live Your Dream: Education and Training Awards for Women     

The Soroptimist Live Your Dream Awards were established in 1972 to assist 
women with primary financial responsibility for their families to obtain the 
skills training and education necessary to improve their employment status 
and standard of living for themselves and their family. Each year, nearly 
$1.9 million in education grants are awarded to more than 1,300 women in 
SIA’s 20-member countries and territories.  The women receiving these 
financial awards may use them for any costs associated with their 
educational efforts, including tuition, books, childcare and transportation. All 
the materials your club needs to participate, including an easy to use club 
participation toolkit, can be found in the members section of the website. 
 

Soroptimist Dream It, Be It: Career Support for Girls 

The Soroptimist Dream It, Be It program targets girls in secondary school who face obstacles 
to their future success. It provides girls with access to professional role models, career 
education and the resources to live their dreams. Soroptimist clubs in 20 countries and 
territories work in partnership with girls in small groups or a conference setting to provide 
them with the information and resources they want and need to be successful. The topics 
covered include career opportunities, setting and achieving goals, overcoming obstacles to 
success and how to move forward after setbacks or failures.  
 


